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EDITORS

Zing!
READERS’ OPINIONS
STATED SUCCINCTLY

NATHAN ARCHER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

DeSantis headlines signing a bill a day so

we don’t notice he’s MIA.

People keep moving to Tallahassee and

many others come here as students. The

city budget has to increase to provide

services to all of them.

When is Corporate America going to

wake up and realize that “woke” is really

bad for its bottom line?

If somebody opens an LGBTQ-friendly

auto repair shop, they could name it

“Trans Mission.”

Sure the “strike” will have as much

impact as the LGBTQ and NAACP travel

advisories.

Now that the debt ceiling is lifted, does

this mean that inflation will continue

going through the roof?

So schools can supply menstrual hygiene

products but can’t discuss the subject

with students? Republicans are

embracing Orwell’s double speak, 1984 is

here and now.

And the Gators beat GA Tech to become

2023 NCAA golf champs. Go Gators!

Climate change concern is not alarmism.

It is caring about my grandchildren and

their children.

Florida … come for the sand, sun, and

surf; stay for the bigotry, intolerance,

and racism.

Radically “woke” and fanatically fascist

are both bad. How about some common

sense, independent thinking, and

civility?

As a retired attorney I can assure you

that lawyers are by no means elite.

Want to lower rents thus reducing

homelessness? Cut property taxes by

33%…for all property owners and get rid

of unneeded city/county projects.

Remind me again, which political party

opposes Cancel Culture?

Looking forward to less traffic jams at

Chick-fil-A for my “woke” chicken.

Join the crowd. Visit Tallahassee.com/zing to submit
your Zing!

The discourse that occurred during the May 11th
Blueprint meeting and the media thereafter sur-
rounding the proposed Northeast Park in Tallahas-
see reached an inflection point that made me feel un-
comfortable as a commissioner and leader in this
community. Today, I want to take this opportunity to
clear the air and make sure we as leaders are all on
the same page and operating in a shared reality so we
can collectively best advocate for our constituents.

Commissioner Brian Welch is fervently advocat-
ing for the new park in the northeast part of town to
be approved, even though it is roughly 60% over bud-
get. I want to be direct. I support this park at the allo-
cated budget of $12 million. There is a definite need
for this park. Commissioner Welch has clearly artic-

ulated that need and I trust he knows the needs of his
constituents. However, I have a serious issue with
some of the commissioner’s word choices over the
need for this baseball park.

At a time when socio economic inequality and ineq-
uities of our society are on full display, Commissioner
Welch’s emotional appeal for equity for his district
when the issue being discussed is a long drive to a
brand-new baseball park, offends my sensibilities and
the sensibilities of a handful of common-sense resi-
dents of this county.

Equity recognizes that each person has different
circumstances and allocates the exact resources and
opportunities needed to reach an equal outcome.

Frankly, Commissioner Welch’s words at the meet-
ing and in the media after, “We don’t get the quality-of-
life infrastructure that other parts of the community
get,” claiming there is a lack of equity shocked me. He
represents a district with no Title 1 schools and no resi-
dents living on lakes afflicted with toxic sediment from
other districts’ storm water. 

Let’s talk equity in Tallahassee

Your Turn
Christian Caban

Guest columnist

See CABAN, Page 13A

Make EV models and charging stations
accessible to all drivers

I read with great trepidation the article on “More
EV Charging Stations Coming to Tallahassee”. My
concern was not that TaMaryn Waters was not fair or
accurate, but we have not seen any material change
from the industry about including all drivers within
this transportation innovation.

EV stations are popping up not only in Tallahas-
see, but all over Florida and across the country. This
was reported last year in the Florida Trend, as well as
in the Wall Street Journal. Some EV stations are be-

ing designed with accessibility standards. However,
the vehicles themselves are not inclusive. They are un-
able to accommodate drivers who use mobility devices
and other adaptive technology to currently drive. It is
my hope that we do not inadvertently create two sep-
arate classes of drivers: those who can participate
within the new green energy space, and those who
cannot.

Also, I look forward to the day that I need to charge
my EV and all the accessible spaces are full. Tallahas-
see should lead by example and make all EV charging
stations accessible. In the meantime, I can only hope
that my current vehicle can last a long time because I
can get refueling assistance.

JR Harding, Tallahassee, Fl, JR@JRHarding.com

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

As a civil rights attorney, I must admit that, in my
goal of making Florida a less corrupt, more tolerant
place to live, I have failed. Gov. DeSantis turned out to
be exactly the kind of governor I expected him to be
based on the dog-whistling seen during his cam-
paign. He has not even tried to hide the fact that he
plans to use the power of the government to get elect-
ed to higher office by scoring “wins” for his, conserva-
tive team, and by appealing to his base’s base emo-
tions.

It is not the “anti-woke movement,” whatever that
means, that is winning in Florida; it is inhumanity.
Because of the war in Ukraine, as an immigrant from
that country, I am watching closely what is happen-
ing in Russia, and, unfortunately, seeing the same
thing happening here in Tallahassee.

Florida currently ranks as the 46th state in U.S.
News’ rankings in economic opportunity. While De-

Santis’s rich donors are getting richer from the eco-
nomic growth that Florida and the entire United States
is experiencing, most DeSantis supporters’ lives are
not improving. Similarly, while billions in taxpayer
dollars is being stolen by Putin, many people in Russia
support him because they are seeing the war in Uk-
raine as a territorial “win.”

Has DeSantis or other Republican legislators been
in an actual classroom? Have they asked any teachers
what their actual problems are? Evidently not, based
on the kind of legislation regarding schools that is be-
ing passed, legislation which prioritizes obscure gen-
der issues over real problems, such as the severe
teacher and staff shortage. 

In fact, “the war on the woke” has only exacerbated
these real issues.

Princeton’s Gerrymandering Project has given Flor-
ida’s 2022 State House Congressional map an “F”, find-
ing that the state has been gerrymandered to signifi-
cant Republican advantage. Gerrymandering is an an-
ti-democratic process of drawing district lines in such
a way as to favor the party currently in power. Having
come to power in this anti-democratic way, Republi-
cans are now capitalizing on their political advantage 

As a civil rights attorney I have failed

Your Turn
Elena Komsky

Guest columnist

See KOMSKY, Page 13A


