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EDITORS

Zing!
READERS’ OPINIONS
STATED SUCCINCTLY

So, Ron, do you honestly expect to be

able to approve EVERY corporate

advertisement?

LCS high school students at football

practice in July on superheated artificial

turf. What could go wrong? Melted

shoes, blistered hands and feet,

dehydration and heatstroke.

As a Florida taxpayer I resent DeSantis

spending more of our money on a

fabricated lawsuit: Woke beer?

I'm kinda wishing a tropical storm would

roll through here and provide some relief

from this heat!

Jason Aldean v. Jason Isbell small town

loser leave town match on Twitter.

Trump Light attacking Bud Light. More

windmills for Ron Quixote.

We are not going to allow the viciousness

of slavery to be whitewashed away.

NEVER!

What's with SoMo Walls - the walls went

up but then nothing!

Oh, silly me, I thought enslaving people

was a horrendous time in our country's

history. I didn't realize that slavery was

really like attending a vocational school.

Tony Bennett. What a positive impact

this man made on the world. God Bless.

He should be the headlines. Not politics.

Since there's no global warming, the

earth must be moving closer to hell.

History has been officially

"white-washed" in the state of Florida.

Oh thank goodness DeSantis and his

Board of Education will teach the good

things about slavery. And they were?

It takes some serious mental gymnastics

to try and justify teaching that slavery

was beneficial. Welcome to Florida.

One more for the road in remembrance

and thanks for the joy you gave world,

Tony.

He left us with "I Left My Heart in San Francisco."
Visit Tallahassee.com/zing to submit your Zing! 

Recently there have been new laws and regulations
placed on schools by the governor and the Florida Leg-
islature focused on determining whether books and
educational material are deemed obscene or age ap-
propriate.

In the past, media specialists and librarians could
use something called The Miller Test to determine
whether a book was appropriate for school aged chil-
dren. That test, established by the Supreme Court, is
the primary legal test for determining whether expres-
sion constitutes obscenity. Since the passing of HB
1069, the Miller Test is no longer the benchmark. With
these new laws, parents, organizations, and communi-
ty members at large can now challenge whether an in-
dividual book should be made available for students in
our schools based on their own perceptions and beliefs.

I would never want students to have access to ob-
scene material. Taking away the clarity of the Miller
Test and not providing adequate guidance to schools
makes it hard for librarians and media specialists to ef-
fectively perform their job. The test allowed for some
discretion. It was the gold standard used by many
schools throughout the country. Now the system al-
lows for challenges to books that could be based on ide-
ology.

We believe in transparency and want to ensure that
the public understands the context in which book chal-
lenges can be made. As superintendent of schools, I do

not want to be in the business of banning books. Our dis-
trict is simply complying with the laws passed by the leg-
islature.

In accordance with these new laws, Leon County
Schools has established a process for parents to chal-
lenge a book. All challenges begin at the school level by
submitting an official form. If a book is challenged, there
are multiple avenues to determine whether access to the
book will be restricted. Locally, the school board has the
final decision in the process, though its ruling can be ap-
pealed to a state magistrate. 

There are currently more than 460,000 books in our
school media centers. Each of the titles are listed publicly
on a database that our parents can search by clicking a
hyperlink found on our school websites. Our district is
stronger when parents are involved. I invite all of our
community to look through the list of books.

My goal is to create a system where the rights of one
parent and student do not impede on the rights of anoth-
er parent and student who may disagree over access to
materials in school. To accomplish this goal, we will be
implementing a process to allow parents to determine
their own student’s level of access to checking out books.
This process will be available when school starts in the
fall. We will have more information about this program
soon.

I want to thank each of our librarians and media spe-
cialists. Their job has now gotten exponentially more dif-
ficult, but I know they will continue to do what is best for
their students. I look forward to reading to students this
year as I have done every year. I hope our students con-
tinue to experience the magic of reading to open the pos-
sibilities of their worlds.

Rocky Hanna is superintendent of Leon County
Schools.

Hearing on the Leon County Schools challenged book, “I am Billie Jean King.” Held on June 27, Katie Lyons,
seen on the right in green, believed the title should be pulled from elementary school shelves.
DOUGLAS SOULE/USA TODAY NETWORK-FLORIDA 

Providing some transparency
for school book challenges

Your Turn
Rocky Hanna

Guest columnist

Imagine a world where you cannot independently
cross the street, find a house to buy, or secure employ-
ment – I can. As a two-time quadriplegic, I have 40
years’ worth of adaptive living experience in a world
that was not built for individuals living with disabil-
ities. Worse, many of my fellow citizens have negative
pre-conceived notions about the abilities of persons
with disabilities (PWDs).

It was just over 50 years ago that America began its
journey of greater access and independence for
PWDs. On July 26, the nation will be celebrating 33
years of access as marked by the signing of the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act (ADA). This landmark civil

rights legislation was groundbreaking and visionary.
Our legislature, business community, and citizens
collaborated to make both an immediate change to ac-
cessibility and laid the groundwork for greater access
over time. I believe, as did those pioneers 33 years ago,
that access is advantageous for all citizens, regardless
of ability.

We can all agree that these laws and standards
have greatly improved the physical and programmatic
inclusion of all abilities throughout our schools, work-
places, and communities. No longer do we have segre-
gated schools – people with and without disabilities
learn side by side. The employment rates of PWD are
at record levels. As we further develop our communi-
ties with more curb cuts, on-demand vehicles, and
greater general access to all of life’s choices, everyone
will benefit. 

However, as I reflect upon this anniversary of the
ADA, I believe that we have become complacent with 

ADA Report Card: A way to
reimagine access and independence

Your Turn
JR Harding

Guest columnist

See HARDING, Page 11A

More planning needed for
Thomasville Road project

I really appreciated Joanna Southerland’s recent
suggestion to create a safe, economical path along
Thomasville Road. I agree. And her mention of
Gainesville led me to search out their successful mul-
ti-use trail project.

The Tower Road Multi-use Path in Gainesville runs
for a distance of 1.2 miles. It crosses eight intersecting
streets. At seven of these intersections there are ei-
ther right turn lanes or sufficient set back that allow
cars a safe space to hesitate if needed to yield to path
traffic. The cost of the project was $536,421.

Compare this to the proposed Thomasville Road
Multi-use Path. It will run from Betton Road to Met-
ropolitan Boulevard or perhaps Live Oak Plantation
for approximately 2.2 miles. Thomasville Road’s con-
stricted right of way will not allow for right turn lanes
or sufficient setback for provide cars with a safe space
to hesitate. 

A quick search of the City of Gainesville’s website
shows their effort to provide safe biking will rely on
the enhancement of on-road bike lanes. No more sim-
ple white stripe of paint designating a bike lane. Rath-
er buffered (wider) or separated (vertical barriers) or
protected (more substantial barriers) bike lanes.

Let’s all agree to take a step back. Tallahassee can
do better.

Lori Guido, Tallahassee, FL

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Unlock the next level of your financial life 
with accounts designed especially for teens 
ages 13-17 years like you. Act, earn and 
learn with our Level Up Checking*, Level Up 
Savings and Level Up interactive financial 
knowledge builder.

Find out more at ccbg.com/levelup and 
talk with your parent or guardian to get in 
the game today!

You’re evolving.
So should your bank account.

Embrace this next stage of your 
financial life with accounts designed 
especially for young adults 18-25 years. 
Evolve Checking*, Evolve Savings 
and Making Cents Saving Service+ 
encourage smart money management 
and putting money away for the future.

Level up
your financial IQ.

Open checking and savings
accounts today that evolve
with you! Learn more at 
ccbg.com/evolve.

Bank rules and restrictions may apply. Business and corporate accounts do not qualify for personal products. Account 

features and service charges subject to change. Account subject to fees if overdrawn. *Overdraft Protection coverage is 

not provided with Level Up or Evolve Checking. Transactions you make may cause your Level Up Checking account to be overdrawn, 

resulting in a negative balance and overdraft or return fees. Level Up and Evolve Checking accounts also are ineligible for additional 

overdraft coverage services such as Bounce ProtectionSM and Overdraft Protection Transfers. +Requires enrollment, a debit card and 

a Level Up or Evolve Savings account. Learn more at ccbg.com/makingcents. Ask a banker for complete details.

www.ccbg.com

YOUTH BANKING
from Capital City Bank

Some borrowed national treasures of
Israel have ended up in Mar-a-Lago,
America’s most notorious stash house.

Efforts to retrieve the ancient ceramic
candles loaned to the Trump White
House in 2019 in what was expected 
to be a one-time Hanukkah candle-light-
ing event have been unsuccessful so far,
Israel’s Haaretz newspaper reported.

Oh, boy. Here we go again. 
As a seasoned observer of the sticky-

fingered habits of Mar-a-Lago’s chronic
hoarder, I would advise the Israeli Antiq-
uities Authority to forget about its trea-
sured candles. 

Consider them irretrievably looted. In
the future, you might want to be more
careful in screening what sorts of disrep-
utable characters you loan your treasures
to.

There’s no telling which Mar-a-Lago
storage room, hall closet or bathroom
shower stall is the new home for those
treasured items.

But you’re in for a surprise if you think

former President Donald Trump will give
up the loaned valuables that were never
intended as his to take.

Let’s face it, any guy who would put his
own country’s national security at risk in
order to take nuclear secrets as personal
keepsakes won’t flinch in glomming some
potentially valuable tchotchkes from an-
other country.

The ancient ceramic candles were
supposed to be loaned to the White House
for just a couple of weeks, Haaretz report-
ed. 

The COVID-19 pandemic delayed the
return of the treasures at first.

Eventually, the Israeli Antiquities Au-
thority enlisted the help of a Trump politi-
cal donor to get them back.

But that didn’t work, either. 
“Several months ago, Israeli authori-

ties learned that the antiquities eventual-
ly ended up in Mar-a-Lago,” the story
said.

That has left the Israeli Antiquities Au-
thority with a big decision to make: Do you
go after your national treasures by any
means necessary? Or do you agree to have
your name added to the very long list of
Trump victims?

If you go the tough route, you might
consider taking back the antiquities with
force. This would probably take the form
of a daring beach assault by Israel’s elite

Shayetet 13 commando unit. 
Not only would that be risky, but it

might also involved parking citations
from the Town of Palm Beach Police.

But if you’re still considering a raid, I
recommend a consultation first with the
FBI. The bureau has some experience in
how to properly storm Mar-a-Lago in or-
der to recover high-value stolen materi-
als.

But a surprise incursion of Trump’s lair
to get back the valuables is a politically
volatile move.

Just suggesting taking back the pos-
sessions in this manner would probably
trigger Trump to call the Israeli Antiqui-
ties Authority a “fascist, Marxist, com-
munist” organization. 

You’ll all be called “deranged.” And mil-
lions of easily bamboozled, deranged
Americans will believe it. 

Trump will say the ancient candle
holders don’t really exist. And he’ll start
adding “the Hanukkah hoax” to his MA-
GA-rally list of grievances. 

He will then accuse your members of
hating America and being part of a vast
conspiracy called “The Deep Shtetl.”

That will lead to death threats against
members of the antiquities authority, and
some will have to go into hiding — and I’m
talking about something far more un-
pleasant than wintering in Boca Raton.

Even if photographs are produced that
show the ancient artifacts inside Mar-a-
Lago, it won’t change things. Trump will
just switch arguments. 

He’ll speak at rallies about his clear-
cut rights under the “Presidential Trea-
sures Act,” an imaginary measure that al-
lows an American president on the way
out of office to take personal ownership of
anything that’s not permanently nailed
down inside the White House.

“I don’t even have to write down what
I’m taking,” Trump would say. “All I have to
do is think about taking it, and it’s mine.
All mine.”

Fox News will line up its full comple-
ment of legal analysts to talk about the
unquestionable, vast presidential rights
in the non-existent Presidential Treasure
Act. And Republican Party leaders —
America’s strategic reserve of self-serv-
ing cowards — will meekly enable
Trump’s lies once again.

I know. I know. By giving up on recov-
ering your treasures, you’re abetting
thievery.

But at this point, it would take a mir-
acle, like the Hanukkah story itself, to get
your treasured candles back.

Best to just walk away, and consider it a
lesson learned. 

On the bright side, at least no women
got groped.

First, nuke secrets; now, Israeli treasures at Mar-a-Lago
Frank Cerabino 
Columnist

Palm Beach Post 

USA TODAY NETWORK 

our enthusiasm to achieve unfettered
access to the American mainstream as
pronounced by President Bush on July
26, 1990.

Today, I must plan for travel a year in
advance to secure accessible accommo-
dations with the appropriate mobility
features. Rarely can I find on-demand
transportation in my community. The
maintenance of our existing infrastruc-
ture has become haphazard and danger-
ous for all.

There are no prohibitions on exceed-
ing minimum standards. It’s a choice
that we make as business leaders and
politicians. A unique aspect of the ADA
is that there are no limits to expanding
access. It is a tool that can continuously
improve our infrastructure, transporta-

tion, policy/procedures, and electronic
information. We only must have the will
or the economic wherewithal to con-
tinue this journey of unfettered access.

Most communities seem to be satis-
fied with minimum compliance rather
than exceeding standards. For example,
only 55% of doors are accessible, and
curb cuts are only found at the end of the
street. PWDs frequently experience
greater wait times in restaurants and
medical facilities. Adhering to minimum
standards rather than utilizing a univer-
sal design approach will become in-
creasingly problematic as our country
continues to age.

Accessible features like handicapped
parking, mobility-friendly hotel rooms,
on-demand transportation, access to a
doctor’s exam room, and yes, even read-
ing your investment portfolio online
may become harder and harder if we
don’t find the courage to make all things
accessible.

Some industries, however, have cho-
sen to exceed the minimum standard
and these properties are a pleasure to
visit – I can use all the rooms, not just
some of the rooms. They are easily iden-
tifiable and “special directional signs”
are not needed.

To help our communities and country
achieve unfettered access to the Amer-
ican lifestyle, maybe it is time to intro-
duce an ADA report card that highlights
access progress within our communi-
ties. Doing everyday activities like going
to work, taking a vacation, or shopping
should not require a strategic plan.

These indicators would highlight
how much access or independence citi-
zens have in their community. Potential
measurements could include the follow-
ing:

h Employment
h Housing
h Transportation
h Leisure Activities/Travel

h Information Technology
These five broad measurements

could provide critical benchmarks of in-
clusivity that are currently or have his-
torically been unequal for the communi-
ty of PWDs. There could be others, but
these general areas capture most as-
pects of an active life.

With an aging population, we might
find ourselves reverting to a segregated
society once again – this segregation
will be based on ability (those with vs.
those without disabilities). We all enter
this world needing help, and we leave
this world needing help. It is up to each
of us, if only for our selfish purposes, to
achieve as much accessibility in all ac-
tivities.

Thus, I challenge each of you to iden-
tify and advocate for greater access.

Tallahassee, Florida resident JR Har-
ding is an advocate, author, speaker,
and Florida State University faculty
member.

Harding
Continued from Page 10A


